
United Sunshine States Portuguese Water Dog Club, Inc 
Board of Directors Meeting


                                                                                                                      Date: 04/28/2025  
Conducted Virtually via ZOOM


Board Members in Attendance


John Brock, Pam Oberst, Zac Crump, Amanda Ellery, Marie Forgach, Vickie Baker, Sandy Foster, 
Connie Rooke, and Chris Dort


President’s Report – John Brock 


• John opened the meeting and welcomed the board and club members in attendance. 


• John provided an update on several club items that transpired since our last meeting. This 
is the first Board meeting under our new Bylaws and John expressed his appreciation to 
our membership for answering the call and passing the new Bylaws. These new Bylaws 
open the door for AKC Licensing and future AKC sanctioned events. He noted that our 
board meetings are now open to general membership and we would be answering any 
questions at the end of the meeting. 


• Our first order of business is to approve a budget for this year. The budget was sent to the 
board for review. While we are a little late with our reporting this year, we are still on track 
for a breakeven or better 2025.  

• In the next few weeks, we are going to see a new and improved store for ordering 
club merchandise. Membership renewals have gone well, and we’ve seen a few new 
members since the beginning of the year.  We hosted a successful web-based workshop 
with Colleen Bragg, with good attendance. Now, as we step into the spring and summer 
months we will see an increase in our water program activities. Water camps have already 
begun in Florida and our first water trials will be hosted in June. Our Jr/Apprentice 
workshop/trial will be held in NSB Florida on June 7 & 8, and our full trial will be held in 
Hartwell, GA on June 21 & 22.  Vickie Baker continues to do an outstanding job managing 
the club website and jot form activities. John has looked at other club’s websites and can 
report that ours is best in class.  Special thanks to Vickie for taking such good care of the 
club’s online presence. Achievement awards were sent to the membership earlier this year. 
Thanks to Marie Forgach for taking care of this top priority for the club. As part of the 
Awards Program, we will also place an advertisement in The Courier magazine.  

• John also very briefly addressed the decision to move the October water trial from the 
World Equestrian Center (WEC) in Ocala to Hartwell, GA. Earlier in the month he had a call 



with Rodney Gutierrez at the WEC. During our call he told John about a construction 
project that will be underway this fall. He was concerned that construction would block our 
access to the Golden Ocala Lake. He could not promise we’d be able to hold our trial, so 
we agreed that the best decision for the club was to move the trial. Thanks to the entire 
WAC and Tom & Judy Leather for taking quick action to get approval from the city of 
Hartwell for the October trial. John is looking forward to a great event. Finally, thanks to our 
members for their continue support of the club and breed. John is excited for the upcoming 
year and know we will have a great time as we chase new opportunities for our PWD 
partners. 

Vice President Report – Amanda Ellery


• Nothing to report


Treasurer Report – Pam Oberst


• Lizette Wagner (Club bookkeeper) emailed the proposed Budget to the Board members 
for review. There was some discussion regarding the process to build and anticipated 
expenses. There was a motion to approve and it was seconded. With no further discussion 
the 2025 USSPWDC Budget was approved. 


Secretary Report – Connie Rooke


• Nothing to report


Merchandise – Amanda Ellery, Marie Forgach, Connie Rooke


• World Equestrian Center Merch Online Store - We have five designs with them. Jessica 
emailed this morning that she hopes to have our storefront set up by late next week.  

• Home Team Prints are averaging one sale a month.  
• Amanda ordered 14 USSPWD Luggage Tags and have sold 10. If we want to order more, 

she can take them to camps and trials. 
• There was discussion about selling the USSPWC shirts and items at the National Specialty. 

The Waterdoggin’ bus shirt was very popular last year. Zac suggested reaching out the 
coordinator for vendors for 2025 and see about perhaps setting up a booth for local club 
fundraising.  

• Amanda shared the design for the 2025 Waterdoggin’ T-Shirt and the board approved and 
agreed that this design will be very popular. 

Membership – Amanda Ellery, John Brock


• Amanda sent the latest update for memberships. As of April 28th, the club has 85 
Individual memberships, 59 Family memberships, 6 QCM memberships for a total of 150. 
Sixteen memberships were deleted for non-renewal.  New members have been 
appreciative of the welcome cards and magnets. 




Water Activities Committee – Sandy Foster


• The 2025 Water Camps are progressing very well. At the NSB site, we are using two sides 
of the pond to allow dogs to work at the same time and this has been great time saver. We 
have also been cooking lunch. It is a great a cost saver and the participants like the food 
better as well. 


• There is a bit of a snag coordinating judges for the October Trial but Sandy is working 
though it. The committee is working to support the local businesses in Hartwell, GA as 
well as a way to show appreciation to the city for supporting our club.  Amanda also 
announced that the T-Shirt artwork for the trial will be done by a local college student in 
Hartwell and she will use the proceeds to pay toward a semester of study in Japan. 


2026 National Specialty – Zac Crump


• Everything is on track for WEC Ocala and contracts have been sent to judges. They are 
working to get agility into an inside venue. FAST Cat has been approved for all four days. 
Tom and Judy were able to get everything set for Tracking and they have enough spots for 
six to eight tracks.  


• 2025 National Specialty Raffle Basket – Jean Hassebroek will be coordinating collection of 
items again this year. The theme is Beach/Ocean/Water Work and Zac will be sending out 
a notice this week to request donations. 


Communications – Zac Crump	 


• The national Portuguese Water Dog Club of America has established a national level 
“Official” Facebook Group as a resource for regional clubs and PWD owners. In particular, 
they are working to ensure that people look for PWDCA member reputable breeders and 
not the puppy mills that we have been seeing an unfortunate surge of.  The group can be 
found at:  https://www.facebook.com/share/g/1BYRw2JKTN/   


Website – Vickie Baker 


• Vickie updated the club website with new bios for board members, JotForms for the Fetch 
and Fun event and Canine Conditioning Webinar in March/April., Announcements and 
sign-ups for the water camps in New Smyrna Beach (NSB) and Hartwell were posted and 
people are signing up almost every day. 


• The June 7-8 Jr/Apprentice Seminar and Water Trial in NSB opened April 28th and will 
close May 20th and we will use JotForms for registration.  Vickie is working with Amanda 
on the 21-22 June Hartwell Trail, it will open May 12th and will use PerfDog for registration.  


Events – Amanda Ellery 


• Nothing to Report 



Achievement Awards – Marie Forgach


• The 2024 crate tags for performance awards have been delivered and well received. Marie 
thanked Amanda for helping to get them delivered.


• There was discussion regarding changing the style of the annual performance awards from 
the crate tags. They are very popular and the board agreed to keep the current design. 


• Zach will also put the ad in the Courier for the 2024 USSPWDC Achievements in the next 
issue going out after National Specialty. 


Supported Entry – Zac Crump / John Brock


• Everything is on track for Supported Entry to include ordering the rosettes. We will need to 
send notice out this summer to start the drive for that. Our social night will be Friday 
December 12, 2025.  


AKC Sanctioning – Zac Crump


• Zac did reach out to the AKC last week regarding sanctioning and again today and has not 
yet heard back.  


• The entire board noted their appreciation for all of the work that Zac put into getting the 
by-laws updated and voted on. It was a huge project! 


Old Business 


None


New Business 


None


E-VOTE  


     None



