
SPRING INTO SPLASH AWAY 
WATER TRIALS  
 
Two PWDCA Water Trials 
Hosted by the United Sunshine States PWD Club 
 
Saturday and Sunday June 27 and June 28, 2026 
PRACTICE DAY: Friday June 26, 2026 
 
ENTRY LIMITED TO: The Greater of 35 Entries or 8 Hours Judging Time 
Per Day for each site 
ALL TEST LEVELS OFFERED: Junior, Apprentice, Working, Courier, 

Master 
 
Entries shall be accepted on a first come first served basis within each test level (NO RANDOM DRAW).  

Entries will close when the published limits are reached, even if the closing date has not arrived. A wait list will 

be established through which entries received in excess of the published limits may be accepted as positions 

become open due to withdrawals, etc.  Non-Regular (“Exhibition”) entries will be accepted only if the trial does 

not fill with regular entries. All entries will be accepted on a space-available basis in the order received. 

 
Location of Both Trials: Hartwell Lakeside Park 330 State Hart Park Rd, Hartwell, GA 30643 
 

JUDGES:  
Suzanne Malick, Beaverton, Oregon 

Jan Allred, Fort Worth, Texas 
 

• May 19 - Water Trial ENTRIES OPEN– 8AM EDT on PerfDog.com  

• May 20 – Merchandise, Meals and Photo Orders open at USSPWDC.ORG.  

• June 9 - Water Trial ENTRIES CLOSE - 5 PM EDT 

• June 13 - T-Shirt Orders CLOSE - Must pick up at Trial 

• June 26 - Practice Day 

• June 27 - Water Trial 1  

• June 28 - Water Trial 2 
 
Enter online at PerfDog.com, Pay with Credit Card online. 
No entries will be accepted prior to opening, any refunds prior to closing are less $3.00 processing fee, 
NO REFUNDS AFTER CLOSING DATE 
 
Fees for accepted entries ($48) include a $3 Processing Fee. Entries may be canceled or changed online prior 
to close of entry, with refunds (less the Processing Fee per entry). 
 
NOTE: Entries and extras may be canceled online after close of entry, but no refunds will be given. 
 
Water Trial Entries and Participation Agreement will be on-line on Perfdog.com.  Merchandise, Meals, Photo 
Orders; Practice Day time slots; Volunteer Positions; and Substitute Steward forms will be online at 
USSPWDC.ORG. 
 
PORTUGUESE WATER DOG CLUB OF AMERICA  2026 Officers  

• President – Michele Wolford  

• Vice President – Jill Roudebush 

• Treasurer – John Ellery 

• Recording Secretary – Meg DeFore                 

• Corresponding Secretary – Cindy Miner  

• Directors – Annie Smith Jones, Jan Allred, Julie Conger, Kathy Souza, and Zac Crump 

http://www.usspwdc.org/
http://www.perfdog.com/
http://www.perfdog.com/
http://www.usspwdc.org/
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United Sunshine States Portuguese Water Dog Club 
Host Committee 
Amanda Ellery - Chairperson  
Vickie Baker - Trial Secretary–usspwdc4me@gmail.com 
Chris Dort and Letitia Dort - Chief Steward  
Tom and Judy Leather - Hospitality  
Terry Revak – Awards 
John Ellery – Volunteers 
 

Officers of USSPWD Club:  
President – Amanda Ellery 
Vice President – John Brock 
Secretary – Connie Rooke  
Treasurer – John Sloan 
Directors – Donna Merkle, Amy Lane, Kathy 
Clark, Marie Forgach, Sandy Foster    
 

  
Directions to Trial Site: From Downtown Hartwell follow E. Franklin St Turn left on Ridge Rd go 1.4 miles 
Turn left onto Hart State Park Rd.  Then follow the signs to the trial site. 
 
Veterinarian:  Lake Hartwell Vet Clinic, 1087 E. Franklin St Suite K, Hartwell, GA  706-377-7297 
Extended Hours Veterinarian: Magnolia Veterinary Hospital, 2828 E North Ave. Anderson, SC 29625, 
 864-222-2188 
Emergency Vet: UGA Veterinary Teaching Hospital, 2200 College Station Rd, Athens, GA, 706-542-3221 
   

Tentative Schedule  

Friday June 26 Trial 1 – Saturday June 27 Trial 2 – Sunday, June 28 

Practice Day - Sign up online 

Practice time 8 AM - 3 PM 

Equipment Check-in Fri, 9 am - 3 pm 

Judge’s Briefings 8 am 

Equipment Check-in: 7-9 am 

Note:  Please have your 
equipment checked as soon as 
possible. 

Judge’s Briefings 8 am  

Equipment Check-in: 7- 9 am 

 

 
Order of Judging and Judging Program:  A judging program containing the days’ tentative event schedules 
and order of judging teams by site, will be e-mailed to each entrant a few days after close.   A final run order 
will be sent to entrants within 2 days prior to the first trial, if there are enough changes to warrant it.  
 
For the Saturday trial, a coin toss during the Master Judge’s briefing will determine which Package, A or B, will 
be performed for Master Water Dog. For the Sunday trial, the package that was not performed on the Saturday 
trial, will be performed.  
 
Judge’s Briefing: The Judge’s briefing will begin at 8:00 AM on Saturday and Sunday and will be held before 
the judging of each test level. The briefing will be a QUICK reminder of test exercises including adaptations 
resulting from trial site conditions, if any. Participants will be allowed to ask brief questions. 
 
Trial Area:  The test area will be clearly marked, as will areas for spectators, crating of dogs and practice or 
warm up. Only the dog competing will be allowed in the test area.  
 
Dogs on Leash:  Dogs must be kept on a 6 ft leash or confined to crates at all times, except when 
participating in a warm-up session or while being judged. This will be enforced. 
 
Practice Run: Practice runs will be offered in 10-minute increments on Friday from 8:00 am until 3:00pm (last 
slot 2:50). New this year - You must sign up on the Perfdog.com web site. You can only practice dogs you are 
handling and are entered in the trial. You can sign up for only one spot/dog. Stewards and rowers will be made 
available from volunteers on the day. A final Practice schedule will be sent to all entrants along with the final 
run order.  

  

mailto:usspwdc4me@gmail.com
http://www.perfdog.com/
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NOTICE TO PARTICIPANTS  

  
The trial will be held in accordance with the most current provisions as set by the PWDCA Water Trial Manual 

and any updates. Each participant is responsible for familiarizing themselves with said regulations. Copies of 

the Water Trial Manual may be downloaded from www.pwdca.org.  Please Note:  There are updates in the 

2026 manual. 

  
Eligibility: Eligibility: PWDCA sanctioned water trials are open only to purebred Portuguese Water Dogs 
registered with the AKC or foreign registry or with AKC PAL (Purebred Alternate Listing) or ILP (Indefinite 
Listing Privilege) numbers. On the day of the water trial(s), the dog must be eligible to compete in events 
sanctioned by the Kennel Club in which the dog is registered (AKC, CKC). Additionally, on the day of the water 
trial(s), the handler of the entered dog must also be in good standing and able to compete in events sanctioned 
by the Kennel club in which the dog is registered.  
 
A dog must be at least six months of age on the day of the trial to enter the Junior Water Dog level and one 
year of age to enter the Apprentice level and above, unless the dog has successfully passed the Junior level. 
All dogs must be in good health and in proper condition for the test level in which they are entered.  The 
minimum age for water trial participants is 9 years old. Participants between the ages of 9 and 18 must have a 
parent or legal guardian present at the site while they participate.  
 
Neither a judge nor applicant judge performing an observer or provisional judging assignment may compete or 

act as a substitute steward at a trial where they are officiating, judge a dog that lives with them, or judge a dog 

handled by a member of their immediate family or household member. Family and household members may 

serve as club stewards at trials officiated by those judges, however, they may not serve as substitute steward 

for teams judged by those judges. At a trial with more than one judge, neither a judge nor applicant judge 

performing an observer or provisional judging assignment is permitted to compete or steward under a different 

judge, however their family and household members may compete and substitute steward under a different 

judge. 

 

A dog may enter the Apprentice Water Dog titling level without having a Junior Water Dog Title if it is at least 

12 months of age on the day of the trial (or as outlined in the first paragraph of this section). A dog must have 

earned an Apprentice Water Dog title in order to be eligible to enter the Working Water Dog level. A dog must 

have earned a Working Water Dog title (Working Water Dog Excellent is an optional title and is not required) to 

be eligible to enter the Courier Water Dog level. A dog must have earned a Courier Water Dog Excellent title to 

be eligible to enter the Master level.  

 
Move-ups: Before trial closing, eligible dogs may be moved up to a higher test level by notification to the trial 
secretary, Vickie Baker at the following e-mail address: usspwdc4me@gmail.com. Any move-up requests after 
closing but before the trial must be sent as an email request to the trial secretary. To move up or move down 
during the trial weekend, the secretary must be notified by the end of the day before the change. A move down 
from a regular entry to a non-regular entry will not be allowed unless there are no waitlist entries. For inclusion 
in the catalog, move-ups must be received no later than the closing date, June 9, 2026. 
 
Acceptance of Entries: The host club has the right to refuse any entry for any cause which they deem to be 

sufficient.  

 

Entry Priority: Priority will be given to “Regular” Junior through Master Regular entries. A team is considered a 

"Regular entry" if (1) the dog has not earned a title at the titling test level entered before the trial date, or (2) 

enters at the Junior Water Dog level and has not earned a certificate or title before the trial date. A team is 

considered a Non-Regular or “exhibition” entry if (1) the dog has earned a title/certificate at the level entered 

more than 30 days before the trial date, or (2) a dog has earned a title before the trial date, and is entered at 

http://www.pwdca.org/
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the Junior Water Dog level. Also, Non-Regular entries include (3) entries received after the closing date 

including day-of-trial entries and (4) day-of-trial move-ups and (5) any other entries which do not qualify as 

Regular entries. Non-Regular (“exhibition”) entrants may enter any level up to and including the dog’s highest 

titling level. Regular entrants may qualify and receive awards at the Water Trial.  Non-Regular entrants may 

qualify and receive a ribbon at the Water Trial.  A dog with WWD title will be a Regular entry if working toward 

the WWDX title, and a dog with CWD title will be a Regular entry if working toward the CWDX title. Each trial 

will close when the maximum number of entries for that trial is reached. 

 

Non-Regular (“Exhibition”) entries will be accepted only if the trial does not fill with regular entries. All 

entries will be accepted on a space-available basis in the order received. 

 

Entering Your Dog: To Enter these trial – go online to Perfdog.com.  Entries shall be accepted on a first come 

first served basis within each test level (NO RANDOM DRAW).  Entries will close when the published limits are 

reached, even if the closing date has not arrived. A wait list will be established through which entries received 

in excess of the published limits may be accepted as positions become open due to withdrawals, etc.  

 

These trials will guarantee entry for the following key trial workers: • Water Trial Chair • Water Trial 
Secretary • Water Trial Chief Steward • Boat Hauler (s) • Utility Trailer Hauler. Note: These are regular entries 
only – no FEO entries will be guaranteed entry. Only one dog per family will be guaranteed entry – meaning if 
the Water Trial Chair also hauls a boat, only one of their dogs who is a regular entry will be guaranteed entry. 

 

Wait Lists: A wait list will be established through which entries received in excess of the published limits may 

be accepted as positions become open due to withdrawals, etc. The wait lists will be used to fill openings as 

they become available prior to the trial date and for day-of entries. Non-regular entries will be accepted only if 

space is available. 

 

Day of Trial Entries: If entry limits are not reached by the closing date, day of trial entries may be accepted at 

the Judge’s discretion and as time is available and conditions permit. The respective waitlist, will be used to 

prioritize day of trial entries. 

 

Closing Date: ACCEPTABLE ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE CLOSING DATE: June 9, 2026 at 5 

pm EDT. After this time entries may not be accepted, canceled or substituted. Entries may NOT be hand 

delivered, faxed, or telephoned. 

 

Refunds: No refunds of entry fees or any other purchase fees will be made after the closing date. Fees 

for entries include a $3 Processing Fee. Entries may be canceled or changed online prior to close of entry.  

 

Bitches in Season: Bitches in season will be judged out of order each day after all other dogs have been 
judged. The owner or handler of such a bitch must notify the trial secretary of the bitch’s condition before the 

start of the trial, and before bringing the bitch onto the trial grounds. Bitches in season shall not be brought to 

the test area or the surrounding area until their handlers are instructed to do so by a judge or judge’s designee. 

Acceptable locations for crating bitches in season will be limited strictly to those areas designated by trial 

officials, or in the entrant’s car.  This pertains to the practice day as well. 

 

Substitute Stewards: A handler may substitute an individual of his/her choice to perform functions otherwise 

assigned to a steward during that handler's test. Such an individual is referred to as a "substitute steward." It is 

expected that the substitute steward be capable of performing the duties required of that position (ex. throwing 

a dummy the distance needed for an exercise). A handler is allowed the use of one substitute steward when 

competing at the Courier and Master Water Dog level. The use of a substitute steward is allowed for the Timed 

http://www.perfdog.com/
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Swim at the Junior or Apprentice levels. For all other exercises at any level, the use of a substitute steward 

must be approved by the judge and the Trial Chair, prior to the briefing and for extenuating circumstances. A 

substitute steward should be named in the handler's official entry form or, at the discretion of the judge and/or 

Trial Secretary, may be approved on the day of the trial no later than the end of the judge's briefing for the test 

level in which the handler is competing. In either case, the substitute steward must complete a Substitute 

Steward Participation Agreement on-line at USSPWDC.org. The Trial Secretary must be notified of any 

change of Substitute Steward at least one-half hour before judging begins for the day.  

 
What to Bring:  Tents, crate(s), towels, chair(s), foul weather gear, sun protection, leash, water dish, dog food 
/ treats, etc.   All exhibitors, handlers and stewards are required to wear USCG approved life vests and 
protective footwear.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  
  
Restrooms:  Restrooms are available on site. 
 
Water Trial Awards: Ribbons will be awarded for each qualifying performance at all levels including FEO 
entries.  Mementos (e.g. Tervis Tumblers) will be awarded for each new certificate or title.  Advanced Title 
Mementos (e.g. float lines, balls and fenders) will be awarded to all competitors earning the WWDX, CWDX or 
MWD# title.    
  
Trophy Awards are also being provided by the Club for qualifying USSPWDC Club Members Only as 
described below: 
 
Harvey Johnson Junior Water Dog Trial Trophy:  This Trophy was established in honor of Amanda and 
John Ellery, their support and growth in the water trial program and to Harvey who was the first dog in the 
PWDCA not only to achieve his Master Water Dog 10 title in 2024 but also earned his Junior Water Dog with a 
Junior member of the USSPWD in 2022. In celebration, this trophy will be awarded to the Junior Water Dog 
with the fastest combined times for all 4 Junior level exercises. 
 
Meg DeFore Founder’s Apprentice Water Dog Trophy: This Trophy was established in honor of Meg 
DeFore as a founder, prior officer and continued supporter of the USSPWD Club.   In celebration, this trophy 
will be awarded to the Apprentice Water Dog with the fastest combined times for all five Apprentice exercises 
on Saturday at USSPWD Club Water Trials. 
 
Liza Minnelli Working Water Dog Trial Trophy:  This Trophy was established in honor of Pam Lesher and 
her girl, Liza. Pam is a founding member of our club and was instrumental in developing our water program. 
Working in the water was Liza’s favorite thing! She was the first female PWD in the country and the first Florida 
PWD to earn a Master Water Dog title. In celebration, this trophy will be awarded to the Working Water Dog 
with the fastest combined times for completing the gear bag retrieval and the three articles overboard 
exercises. 
  
Max-A-Million Courier Water Trial Trophy: This trophy was established in honor of Tom and Judy Leather, 
their contribution to Club water activities, and Max-A-Million Leather who was the first USSPWD Club 
member’s dog to achieve a CWDX title. In celebration, this trophy will be awarded to the Cour ier dog with the 
fastest combined times for the Shore Line Retrieve and the Buoy Ball Placement exercises on Saturday at 
USSPWD Club Water Trials. 
 
Amazing Ace Master Water Trial Trophy: This trophy was established in honor of John and Sarah Brock, 
their contribution to USSPWD Club water activities and to Ace who was the first dog in the PWDCA to achieve 
his Master Water Dog 5 Title in 2021. In celebration, this trophy will be awarded to the Master Water dog with 
the fastest combined times for all five Master Level Exercises. If there are qualifying teams working toward a 
Master Water Dog 1 title, the award will be given to the fastest time among those qualifiers. If no teams 
working toward MMD1 qualify, then the Ace Award will be presented to the dog with the fastest combined 
times for all five exercises among all Master Water Dog qualifiers. 
 

http://www.usspwdc.org/
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VOLUNTEERS:  We would not be able to host and run our Water Trials successfully without our volunteers 
doing everything from site set-up / tear-down, hospitality, rowing, stewarding and much more. Please 
volunteer for at least one position or more during the trial.  Sign up is at www.usspwdc.org 
 
MERCHANDISE:  Event -T’s and Sweatshirts will be available to order on the Merchandise, Meals and Photo 
Orders at usspwdc.org.  
 
MEALS:   
Daily Lunch:  Food Truck, Dogs & More.  Cash and Credit Cards accepted on site.   
 
Meet the Judges:  6pm, June 26, 2026 
Hart Botanical Gardens Pavilion 
1277 Elberton Hwy, Hartwell, GA 30643 
Follow the PWD signs 
Hor d’oeuvres and water provided by USSPWD, BYOB 
Please bring a chair 
Dogs are allowed to walk the gardens on a leash but unfortunately cannot attend the event 
 
Saturday Banquet with Raffle and Auction: 6pm  
Hartwell Art Center, 338 E Howell St, Hartwell (Next to Southern Hart Brewery) 
Buffet with vegetarian options. Wine and Beer will be for sale. Iced tea will be served with banquet. 
 
 Raffle and Auction:  A raffle basket drawing and merchandise auction will be held in conjunction with the 
Saturday Southern Buffet Dinner. Tickets will be sold at the dinner. Donations of raffle items and auction 
items, both dog and human related, are appreciated. Please indicate you will be bringing a raffle or 
auction item on the on-line entry form and bring any suitable items with you to the dinner.  All proceeds will 
go directly to the club and support donations to PWD Health Issues.  
 
Photography:  Photographs for this trial are provided by John Brock.  John will cover the Red Site one day 
and the Blue Site the other day so ONLY ORDER FOR ONE DAY!!  
USSPWDC Members:  $50 per run - Handler will receive 20 photos and a free “Photo with the Judge” 
Non-USSPWDC Members - $20 for "Photo with the Judge". 
           
Please sign up for the Merchandise, Meals (Banquet and Meet the Judges) and Photography 

www.usspwdc.com. 

 

PET-FRIENDLY ACCOMMODATIONS 

 

HOTELS:  

THE ECONO LODGE: 970 Elbert Street, Elberton, GA 706-283-8811. Special Rate: $70 

(includes taxes and Pet Fee) Call hotel directly. Code: Portuguese Water Dogs! Talk to Jay for 

rates for longer stay! 

 

THE QUALITY INN ELBERTON: 925 Elbert Street, Elberton, GA 706-283-4221 

SPECIAL RATE: $79 +Tax (King or 2 Queens). SPECIAL: one time PET FEE: $25 + tax per pet. 

Tell the desk you are with the Portuguese Water Dogs. 

 

THE QUALITY INN HARTWELL: 1091 E. Franklin Street, Hartwell, GA. 706-376-7298. 

SPECIAL RATE: $79 + Tax (King or 2 Queens). SPECIAL: one time PET FEE: $25 + tax per pet. 

Tell them you are with the Portuguese Water Dogs. They are looking forward to seeing us! 

 

THE HAMPTON INN: 1357 E. Franklin Street, Hartwell, GA. 706-376-4700. 

SPECIAL RATE: $169 +tax. SPECIAL: one time PET FEE: $50. Call hotel directly to book. 

GROUP CODE: Portuguese Water Dog Group!! Check website for all hotel amenities! 

http://usspwdc.org/
http://usspwdc.org/
http://usspwdc.org/
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RV RESERVATIONS:  

RICHARD B. RUSSELL STATE PARK: 2650 Russell State Park Drive, Elberton...RV Sites (need to pick site 

before reserving), Camping, 6 Dog-Friendly Cabins (#4, #5, #6 and #7 and #18 and #19) 

For Reservations: 1-800-864-7275 or www.gastateparks.org. Phone # for Park Office: 706-213-2045. 

 

UNHITCHED LAKE HARTWELL CAMPGROUND, 330 Hart State Park Road, Hartwell, GA….RV Sites (30 

and 50 amp), Camping, 5 Deluxe Dog-Friendly Cabins 

Local Office Number: 706-621-5253, WEBSITE:   https://hartwelllakesidecampground.com. 

 

BIG WATER MARINA and RV/CAMPING RESORT: 320 Big Water Rd., Starr, SC - Call: 864-226-3339 

 
NOTICE ON DOG AGGRESSION: 
USSPWD Club will follow the guidelines set forth in the current PWDCA Water Trial Manual. 
 
 

In Loving Memory of Crew Baker 
 who completed his 32,33 and 34th Master Legs 

October 3-5, 2025 
at Hartwell, GA 

 
Do what brings you JOY and  

Treat every trial like it may just be your last….  
 

HAVE FUN WITH YOUR DOG 

https://hartwelllakesidecampground.com/
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